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intersectionality

Coal mines were a major driving force of Japan’ s industrialization along
with the expansion of the Japanese Empire. The coal mines have developed by absorbing people who
were positioned on the periphery of the Empire and differentiated in terms of class, gender and
race. This study focuses on the various dynamics of differentiation invoked in the process of labor
reorganization in the coal mines, taking into account the context of technological innovation,
international labor standards, and local communities. Applying global history, postcolonial studies
and feminist economics as analytical framework, we examined the cases of Korean and female miners in

Chikuho coal fields in Northern Kyushu, and prizeners in the Horonai coal mine in Hokkaido on the
following aspects: (1) coal mine labor structure and management, (2) coal mine-related policies and
public opinion, and (3) coal mine workers® perceptions and experiences.
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