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This research focuses on decentralisation and localism through comparative
studies of public policies between Japan and the United Kingdom. The Coalition government made up of
Conservatives and Liberal Democrats formed in May 2010 introduced the Localism Act in November
2011, which is a paradigm shift moving power and responsibility away from central government towards
more local levels. Localism launched decentralisation aiming at double devolution from central to
local government and from the latter to neighbourhood community. Although central government has
undertaken deficit reduction by cutting public spending through the Act and local government has
been forced to cut back on their service spending, localism gives community groups the right to
challenge local authorities over their services and passes new rights and powers directly to
communities which have not realised in Japan.
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