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This stud% aimed to establish a support system that ensures the well-being
of both elderly individuals and their companion animals. To this end, interviews were conducted at
elderly care facilities that allow residents to live with their pets, along with a nationwide
qguestionnaire survey targeting animal welfare and control administrations. In addition, based on the
open-ended responses in the national survey, follow-up interviews were carried out to investigate
advanced case studies from municipalities across Japan. Drawing on the findings from these
investigations, the study proposes three models of support systems to enable elderly people to live
with their companion animals until the end of life with peace of mind: (1) lifelong cohabitation at
home with support from the local community, volunteers, or paid services; (2) lifelong cohabitation
in pet-inclusive elderly care facilities; and (3) lifelong care through long-term foster programs
such as the "permanent foster care™ model.
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