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Abuse case inspection that is not protected by the Elderly Abuse Prevention Act
and Creation of a concept of abuse that can rescue a wide range of cases

Hitoshi, Suda
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o In the field of elder abuse response, there are cases that do not fall under
the provisions of the Elder Abuse Prevention Act, resulting in situations where the elderly are not

protected. A study focused on 497 reported cases of elder abuse in Matsudo City, Chiba Prefecture,
from 2017 to 2019, of which 299 cases aligned with the legal definition of abuse and 475 cases
aligned with the WHO definition of elder abuse. Among the 198 cases not considered as abuse
according to the law, 176 cases were identified as elder abuse according to the WHO definition. This
means that 35.4% of the 497 cases studied were not classified as abuse according to domestic law.

There is a significant number of abuse cases in elder abuse reports that are not protected by the
law, highlighting the need for a more comprehensive legal definition.
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WHO Elder abuse can be defined as " a single, or repeated act, or lack

of appropriate action, occurring within any relationship where there is an expectation
of trust which causes harm or distress to an older person” . Elder abuse can take
various forms such as financial, physical, psychological and sexual. It can also be

the result of intentional or unintentional neglect. (WHO, 2002)
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