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In Japan, where natural disasters occur frequently, there is an urgent need
to improve the disaster preparedness of caregivers who support the elderly and others who cannot
evacuate on their own. Therefore, the purpose of this research project was to elucidate the problems

that long-term care facilities face in the event of natural disasters and the factors that
contribute to these problems, and to develop case study materials that will improve the disaster
response capabilities of long-term care facilities. Specifically, (1) case studies of facilities
that have experienced disasters, (2) development of case study materials, (3) Internet survey of
caregivers” perceptions of disaster preparedness and disaster prevention behaviors, and (4) holding
workshops using the developed case study materials and providing the information on the website.
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