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Protecting the lives of vulnerable people from various disasters-New welfare
shelter guidelines and municipal system design
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In order to save the lives of elderly people, disabled people, pregnant
women, infants and other people who need special consideration in times of disaster, special welfare
evacuation centers are required in addition to general evacuation centers. The Japanese government

provides guidelines for welfare shelters, and each local government opens welfare shelters
accordingly. However, the reality is that they have not functioned sufficiently.

The reasons for this are firstly that those welfare shelters are positioned as a supplementary
shelter, and secondly that they are reluctant to announce the location of the welfare shelters and
match with the users in advance. | clarified this through investigations and hearings, and made
recommendations to revise the guideline. (Note that some of these recommendations will be taken to
effective action by Disaster Countermeasures Law and guidelines amended at the end of the research
period.)
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