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Contribution of scientific analysis to Bashofu production
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Although the primary research plan was changed due to Covidl19, we obtained
good results for future applications of Bashofu (Okinawan traditional banana fiber textile). First,
we found many ltobasho plants of the Bashofu material were abandoned, and we concluded that
insufficient raw materials affecting Bashofu production was caused by the lack of the Itobasho
plants that were cultivated with the essentially traditional trimmings. Next, we developed a facile
method for ltobasho fiber extraction based on the historical records, not needed special skills of
artisans. By using this facile method, we extracted fibers from Itobasho plants which were not
suitable for the material of traditional crafts. Although the obtained fibers were thicker than
those of traditional crafts, our fibers could be used for mixed weaving textiles, or the fibers with

treatments (e.g., enzyme digestion) could be applied to modern clothing in the future.
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Numbered fibers were used for Figure 7B.
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