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Characterization of "katasa™ using texture descriptors and analysis of food
preferences

Hayakawa, Fumiyo
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“ katasa” 1is one of the most important texture in Japanese diet. However,
due to its multidimensionality and complexity, it is often dealt ambiguously without definition,
even in research and product development. In this study, “ katasa” is characterized by analyzing
the many texture terms used to describe “ katasa".

Among 445 Japanese texture terms, 191 terms were selected as descriptive terms for "katasa". In
order to understand the characteristics of this " katasa"™ vocabulary, multidimensional scaling and
cluster analysis were applied to similarity data among the 191 terms. As a result, the 191 "katasa
descriptive terms were classified into four superordinate clusters and 24 subordinate clusters, and
the interpretation of each cluster indicated the components of "katasa texture".
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