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The purpose of this study was to examine data from both the home economical
and ecological perspectives to determine whether the people living in the Chin Hills of eastern
Myanmar are strongly influenced by evergreen-broad-leaved forest culture and whether the forest
composition underlying this culture is part of the evergreen-broad-leaved forest. Therefore, data
were collected on the presence or absence of evergreen broadleaf trees, and species diversity based
on the identification of major plants in abandoned slash-and-burn areas in the southern Chin Hills.
Home economic surveys, including interviews, indicated that at the time of the survey, the area was
in the transitional period from slash-and-burn to a money economy. The influence of the
broad-leaved-evergreen forest culture was also consistently observed. Overall, however, there were
strong indications of the integration of the broad-leaved-evergreen forest culture with the rest of
the agricultural culture.
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