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This study reveals some of the facts and features of educational evaluation

of moral education in Prewar Japan by analyzing evaluations of demeanor, character and behavior
descriptions including personality surveys. The subject of morals emphasized the importance of
knowledge of this subject as well as manners while affective aspects such as emotions and intention
were evaluated as part of behavior and demeanor. Certificate of completion of the subject of morals
was given and the seat order was determined based mostly on the grades of demeanor, paying less
attention to other aspects.

Examinations of the subject of morals centered on individual morality up until the middle of Meiji
Period. Toward the end of Meiji Period more examination questions encompassing nationalism were
added.As a result, the subject of morals in Prewar Japan proves to be inadequate as a

well-developed, integrated evaluation measure of the subject, and demeanor and personality surveys
of the students.
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