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To examine inter-ethnic relationshi?s within primary schools, surveys were
conducted among students in 21 primary schools in Fiji (including those planned for future
implementation). The schools were classified into three categories based on the proportion of
indigenous Fijians (iTaukei) or Indo-Fijians among the total student population: strongly ethnically
homogenous tendency, ethnically homogeneous tendency, and multiethnic tendency. The impact of the
level of inter-ethnic interaction on inter-ethnic relationships was analysed. It was found that,
overall, regardless of the ethnic composition within the schools, there was little prejudice against
other ethnic groups, and tolerance was high, indicating that inter-ethnic relationships were
generally good. However, it was also revealed that prejudice against other ethnic groups increased,
and tolerance towards other ethnic groups decreased, as the tendency towards an ethnically

homogeneous environment strengthened.
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