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A Longitudinal Study of Beginning Childcare Teachers®™ views of Children and Care
for Infants
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In this research, we studied how childcare teachers perceive young children
and childcare in the beginning of their career. We also examined the factors which influence the
development of their understanding of young children and childcare.

Students and beginning childcare teachers often found children in their care “ kawaii” . That simple
feeling of kawaii grew deeper and gave them new insights into children and childcare as their
career advanced. We also found beginning childcare teachers® attitudes toward childcare developed
based on a sense of attachment formed through daily interaction with children. The multiple homeroom
teacher system unique to infant care was also linked to a sense of emotional security for teachers.
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