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The aim of the study was to develop a new curriculum management method to
maintain and improve the quality of "early childhood learning® in Japan, based on Swedish *
pedagogical documentation®. The research method consisted of a field study in Sweden and a practical
study in Japan. The results of the research revealed that three elements were important as a
theoretical model for ECEC practices that nurture learning in "early childhood: (1) play-learning
theory, (2) a rhizome-type view of learning, and (3) an emphasis on the "child"s perspective® in
ECEC. On the other hand, it was suggested that the "schoolification® process proceeds by clarifying
these ambiguities during the connection period between preschool and primary schools.
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