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The purpose of this study is to clarify the characteristics of the
strategy of unit design that allows children to use the perspective and ways of thinking in the
fields of social studies. The Topic Units combines core concepts with workshop-style lessons that
focus on dialogue skills. The methodology of the study is to develop experimental units and analyze
children’ s expressions in elementary and junior high schools. As a result, three elements necessary

for unit design were identified. First, the unit must include social facts with which children feel
dep conflict among them. Second, it must provide a learning context in which children can utilize
core concepts and appropriately verbalize their conflicts. Third, each unit must include at least
two core concepts. The teacher must encourage the children to properly relate those core concepts.
On the other hand, the curriculum structure that arranges the developed units in multiple grades

was left as an issue.
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