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The historical background of Australian university governance reform and the
issues involved were summarized. First, the Dawkins reforms in the late 1980s modernized higher

education over 30 years, with massification, internationalization, and marketization. Second, since
the 1990s, changing federal-university relationships and policy formation led to efforts to reduce
governance size and improve efficiency. Third, discussions emerged on governance size, composition,
human resource development, managerialism, and the decline of academic governance. Recently, higher
education governance difficulties have increased with rapid environmental changes, including
COVID-19, highlighting inefficiencies.
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