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This research examined Japanese language curricula in English-based
undergraduate programs at Top Global Universities. In 2019, the researcher examined the above JSL
(Japanese as a Second Language) curricula from the data open to the public such as program websites
and found that Japanese language education has been expanded and diversified. In 2020 and 2021, the
researcher categorized these JSL curricula into six groups and found that Japanese language
education is a part of graduation requirements in 60% of the programs, while 30% of the programs
offer it among their electives. Interviews were conducted with faculty or staff in order to inquire
about goals of the curricula and achievement of those goals. Forty percent of the goals aim to help
students adjust to everyday life and to be prepared for future employment in Japan. Eighty percent
of the programs reported that their goals have been mostly/somewhat achieved on a 5-point scale.
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