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Early detection of problems in preschool children®s discourse skills is
essential for identifying children at risk for school-age learning and literacy-related
difficulties. However, the developmental process of discourse skills and assessment methods has yet
to be adequately studied in Japan. In this study, we conducted research to determine tasks,
developmental indicators, and criteria helpful in assessing the development of discourse skills, and

we developed an assessment scale for children®s discourse skills (AcNas) consisting of five tasks
(sentence repetition, event sequence, rules of play, situational pictures, and story retelling). The
level of development of discourse skills was shown to be easier to ascertain by illustrating
estémgtes of percentile rank in the relevant age group of children to clarify whether support is
needed.
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