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Study on _the factors that divide pseudoscience from scientific attitude and its
application to education of critical thinking

Satoru, Kikuchi
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Some surveys of "pseudoscientific belief" and related variables were
conducted with university students to clarify the structure of pseudoscientific belief and its
relationship to adaptive cognitive variables. First, three factors of pseudoscientific belief were
extracted, depending on the subject: paranormal, medical health and everyday life. These
pseudoscience beliefs were positively associated with intuitive information-processing tendencies
based on the dual-process model, and with inquisitiveness of critical thinking attitudes and
prosocial behavioural tendencies. Paranormal belief was positively associated with time discounting
tasks. These were interpreted as complementing the general lack model, which considers the
reinforcement of pseudoscience beliefs to be due to a lack of scientific knowledge and education.
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