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Is Epistemic Curiosity Elicited by Proximal Knowledge ?
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In this research project, we empirically examined the validity of the "
proximal knowledge acquiring model™ which does not require cognitive conflicts to generate
intellectual curiosity, and considers the association of new information to existing knowledge as
the core process of generation. In a survey for elementary school children, it was found that they
preferred unlearned content to learned content regardless of their openness characteristics. In a
survey of university students, we examined whether there was a difference in their viewing behavior
between landscape paintings, which are easy to understand, and abstract paintings, which are
difficult to understand. Although the validity of the proximal knowledge acquiring mode was not
fully demonstrated, the issue of examining the interaction between task situation and individual
characteristics became clear.
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Epistemic Curiosity

James, 1890

discrepancy reduction model
proximal knowledge acquiring model

Berlyne(1954)
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e.g., Karmiroff-Smith 1984
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How do people try to recognize objects that they don"t understand well?
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