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A purpose of this study is to investigate young children®s understanding of
vague expressions.Koizumi (2018) reported that elementary school students only grasped the
differences between the vague expressions and the university students selected the degree of
reliability based on the vague and metalinguistic expressions. Therefore, this study examined the
young children®s comprehension of the conviction degrees by the short sentences including the vague
expressions through the introduction of clicker system. First, they were explained “ Listen to your
friend and tell us how true it is.” and were presented the 6 sentences.They were asked to rate the
degree of reliability of three or four options of the Multiple Scale. The results of the study
showed that young children who understood the mental number line concept understood the certainty of

ambiguous expressions. In addition, they tended to rate the certainty of the ambiguous expressions
“ think” and “ should” lower.
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