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The project focuses on the recovery of the minor metals contained in waste
landfills. We have previously reported on the method of investigating the existing chemical
morphology of each element in landfills, creating a high concentration zone for specific element,
and non-destructively exploring the position of that within the fills.

In this study, the following two items were examined; 1)an energy-saving method for recovering

buried materials from high metal concentration zone, and 2)a method for concentrating useful metals

from the recovered materials.

The results are as follows; 1)it became possible to get pinpoint the objects without excessive
excavation by using the technology that is an improvement of the so-called "air lift method”, and 2)
as a result of trying gravity sorting, magnetic force sorting, flotation sorting and their
combination, certain metals could be effectively extracted by gravity sorting and floatation

sorting.
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