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Investigation of the alien freshwater snails in the pet shop aquarium.
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The current state of the contamination of the alien freshwater snails in pet
shop aquarium and household aquarium were investigated throughout Japan. There are two types of
aquarium-related snails: the tank cleaner and the pest snail. The tank cleaner snail is introduced
to remove algae from the tank wall or to be tank mates of fishes, shrimps, and others. Many alien
snails are sold as tank cleaners, but these snails are not naturally breeding in aquariums except
for two species. On the other hand, the pest snail is introduced to aquariums unexpectedly and
increases in population without noticing. There are several alien species in these pest snails in
Japan. Transportation of aquatic plants has a strong relationship with contaminating these pest
snails between aquariums.
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