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Research was conducted to clarify 1) the effects of lianas and epiphytes on
the distribution of soil invertebrates and the arboreal food-web structure, 2) dynamics of arboreal
organic matter, and 3) litter decomposition on the aboveground part of the forests. Our results
showed that (1) a large number of soil invertebrates inhabit the aboveground part of a conifer
forest, and their fall is related to temperature and precipitation; (2) lianas affect invertebrate
communities on tree trunks; (3) the presence of physical structures such as lianas reduce predation
on tree trunks.
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