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Community structure, life history, and feeding habit of the planktonic amphipod
Themisto spp. off Sanriku area, western North Pacific

Yamada, Yuichiro
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The occurrence, geographical distribution, population dynamics and feeding
habits of the planktonic amphipods Themisto japonica and T. pacifica were analyzed using samples
collected nearshore and offshore of the Sanriku area of lwate Prefecture, western North Pacific.
Both species were abundant in January, June and October. T. japonica appeared more frequently along
the coast, while the percentage of T. pacifica increased offshore. Mature females of T. japonica
appeared in almost all months, but were not abundant. Mature males and females of T. pacifica
appeared year-round, with particularly abundant in January, March, May-July, and October. It was
considered to have three generations per year in T. japonica and four generations per year in T.
pacifica.
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