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Investigation of the distribution and host range of the flagellate causing soft
tunic syndrome of sea pineapple.
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In this study, the distribution and host range of the flagellate Azumiobodo
hoyamushi, the causative agent of the soft tunic syndrome (STS) of an edible ascidian Halocynthia
roretzi, was investigated. About 500 ascidians including H. roretzi were collected from 15 regions
where STS has never been reported, and none of them were infected with A. hoyamushi. The result
suggests that A. hoyamushi only distributed along the coastal areas of Tohoku region, where STS has
been reported in the ascidian aquaculture. On the other hand, evolutionary closely related
flagellates were detected from ascidians collected in this study, indicating the possibility of
existence of the unknown flagellates parasitic to ascidians.
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