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Effects of changes in seaweed bed vegetation associated with ocean warming on
fish and fisheries
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This study clarified the effects of the loss of kelp beds and changes in the
Sargassum species composition on fish community structure by comparing current and historical data
in the Kochi Prefecture, western Japan. In addition, tank experiments revealed that some fish
species prefer specific Sargassum species, indicating that change in Sargassum species composition
is one factor that alters fish community structure. Furthermore, interviews with fishermen in Kochi
Prefecture revealed that the decrease in seaweed beds had a negative impact on artisanal fisheries

targeting reef squid and abalone.
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