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Elucidation of the requirements for the establishment of a small-lot peripheral
distribution system through cross-industry co-distribution
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This project categorized agricultural product transportation in rural areas
into "backbone transportation™ and "intra-regional small-lot transportation.” Focusing particularly
on the "intra-regional small-lot transportation” of traveling pickups at agricultural product direct

sales outlets, the project clarified the significance of the survival of transportation business in
depopulated areas, which are the periphery of distribution, while also clarifying differences in
economic viability requirements. We defined "peripheral distribution areas™ as "rural and
depopulated areas where transportation services are inadequate due to population decline and
depopulation. The core transportation service handled large lots and was sufficiently profitable and
sustainable. It was concluded that intra-regional small-lot transportation is a function of social
common capital necessary for the maintenance and development of agriculture in depopulated areas and

rural villages.
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