©
2019 2021

waving

Is the waving of ocypodoid crabs sensory trap?
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During the breeding season, courting males of many ocypodoids (famously,
fiddler crabs) perform claw-waving displays, in which they rhythmically raise, often extend, and
lower their chelipeds when they are near their burrows. This conspicuous display sometimes attracts
wandering (burrow-less) sexually receptive females to males® burrows where the crabs mate. However,
since most of claw waving is not directed to a particular receiver, the display may also attract
males and unreceptive females that are searching for new burrows, not mates. We showed that male

claws and the claw waving of Austruca lactea and Ilyoplax pusilla may reveal to unintended receivers
the locations of burrows that these crabs can use temporarily as refuges.
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