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Effects of consumption of toxic seeds on endoparasites in the varied tit
Sittiparus varius
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I explored whether the varied tit Sittiparus varius can reduce its
endoparasites by consuming seeds of a toxic plant. 1 performed DNA metabarcoding for droppings of
the varied tit and other passerine species, and detected a wide array of endoparasites in these
birds. Detection rate of endoparasites in the varied tit was lower than other species, but 1 found
no significant difference in detection rate between the varied tits at sites with and without the
toxic plant. The effects of consumption of the toxic seed in this bird need further explorations in
relation to factors besides its endoparasites.
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The large Japanese field mouse (Apodemus speciosus) as a consumer and potential disperser of 2023
seeds of the neurotoxic Japanese star anise (lllicium anisatum)
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