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Twelve adult male chimpanzees were observed at Mahale, Tanzania, in 2019 and

2023. 1 focused particularly on behavioral changes in two males of the same age that had
transitioned from 28-year-old prime males to 32-year-old post-prime males. Both males avoided
struggles for dominance after downfall from high ranks, such as alpha and beta, to low ranks. On the
other hand, both were observed frequently directing allomothering toward a 3-year-old orphaned
male. This is a rare case of paternal care observed among adult male chimpanzees. Analysis of
long-term data on frequency in which adult male chimpanzees captured red colobus revealed that the
two males that experienced the alpha status captured prey at a high frequency during the peak of
their dominance ranks, whereas the two males that did not experience the alpha status showed no
age-related changes in capture frequency. This is interesting in relation to the hypothesis that
alpha males use meat sharing for political purposes.
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