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Understanding of the fundamental properties of serum amyloid A4 to elucidate its
physiological and pathological significance
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Serum amyloid A4 (SAA4) is a protein that circulates in human blood. Despite
its high blood concentrations, little attention has been paid to the significance of SAA4 molecule
because its physiological functions and relationship to disease are largely unknown until now. So
far, we have focused on the pathological understanding of SAAl. In the present study, in order to
understand the fundamental properties of SAA4 at the protein molecular level, we prepared SAA4 using
an E. coli expression system and investigated the characteristics of SAA4 secreted from cultured
cells.
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