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Human herpes virus (HHV) 8 is responsible for the development of classical
Kaposi®s sarcoma (KS) development. Miyakojima island (Okinawa, japan) exhibits high incidence rate
of KS and is prevalent with HHV8 which has unique amino acid residue substitutions. In this study,
we evaluated the influences of the substitutions in ORF72 or ORF42 upon tumorigenecity.

We evaluated the cell growth of ORF72 or ORF42 expressing cells. Unfortunately, the genes did not
stimulate cell proliferation of the cells we used. Further, the substitutions seen in miyakojima
HHV8 did not affect the cell growth.

As for ORF42, we found that this protein binds to ORF55, and HHV8 which lacks ORF42 reduces virus
particle production as compared to original HHV8.
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