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Analysis of mechanisms of inflammasome activation in Behcet™s disease
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In Behcet"s disease, serum IL-1b and IL-18 remained normal or mildly
elevated. Intermediate monocytes showed the strongest activation of caspase-1 in monocytes, however
there was no significant difference from healthy subjects. In the case of systemic lupus
erythematosus, caspase-1 in peripheral blood monocytes were activated and serum IL-18 was elevated.
In Behcet"s disease, activation of the inflammasome may be confined to inflamed tissue.
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