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Development of a novel combination of tumor immunotherapy targeting the T-cell
negative pathway and anti-tumor drugs
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Anticancer drugs are believed to have the potential to weaken the immune
system. Combination therapy of immunotherapy and anticancer drugs has yet to be elucidated in many
respects. In this study, we examined the combination therapy of immunotherapy and anticancer drugs
for hepatocellular carcinoma and colorectal cancer liver metastases.

We found that the expression of HVEM, a target of immunotherapy, in resected specimens of colorectal
cancer liver metastases and hepatocellular carcinoma was associated with poor prognosis. They also
found that inhibition of VEM suppressed cancer cell proliferation. They also found that the addition
of an anticancer drug suppressed cell proliferation even more. We attempted to develop a model to

prove these findings in animal experiments. However, we were unable to establish an animal model
during this study period. However, many of the findings obtained in the course of this research were
submitted to an English journal for publication.
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