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Proof of Correlation between Carcinoma/Testis Antigen Expression and
Carcinogenesis in Gastric Precancerous Lesions
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In this study, we analyzed the exEression pattern of Kitakyushu lung cancer
antigen-1 (KK-LC-1) in the non-tumor region of the stomach in clinical gastric cancer cases and
clarified its association with carcinogenesis in each precancerous lesion.

We found that KK-LC-1 gene expression was elevated in tumor and non-tumor areas of the stomach of
gastric cancer patients (tumor, 78%; non-tumor, 58.5%). The expression rate of KK-LC-1 in
non-gastric cancer patients was as low as 7%, indicating a mode of expression independent of
Helicobacter pylori infection, which is considered to be the causative agent of gastric cancer.
Furthermore, two cases of gastric cancer were observed among only eight KK-LC-1-positive non-gastric
cancer cases.
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