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Our results suggest that the pathophysiolo?y of cervical spinal cord injury

(CSCI) between traumatic injury and degenerative disorder are similar, but not identical.

The T2-weighted MR images for all patients showed an abnormally high intramedullary signal in the

area of the injured segment at the first examination. At 12 months post-surgery, 47.62% of patients

with traumatic CSCI and none with rapid progressive clinical deterioration of cervical spondylotic

myelopathy (rp-CSM) had an abnormally low intramedullary signal change on Tl-weighted MR images. The
neurological improvement with rp-CSM was significantly greater than that with TCSCI at 12 months

postoperatively.
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