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The present study enrolled 8 patients who were placed on tube-feeding during

the subacute stage of stroke, then resumed oral nutrition after having received swallowing
training. Saliva and stool samples were collected during the period of tube-feeding before the start
of swallowing training and after the reacquisition of oral nutrition. Next generation sequencer was
used to identify the oral and intestinal flora species, to analyze the correlation among the
bacterial species, and to reveal the predicted functions of the organisms.

The results showed that the reacquisition of oral nutrition had increased the diversity of oral and
gut floras while also having altered its composition. Moreover, some bacteria was increased both in
the oral cavity and in the intestines. he network structure showing the correlation among the
various bacterial species also changed both in the oral cavity and in the intestines after
resumption of oral food intake.
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