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Disparity and determinants of waiting time from diagnosis to treatment in
patients with cancer
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Using data of patients with stomach, colorectum, lung, and breast cancer
diagnosed between 2016 and 2017 in the Hokushin Ganpro Database, we investigated the current status
and determinants of waiting time from diagnosis to treatment in the Hokushin region. The median
waiting time for breast cancer treatment was 44 days, which was longer than that for other cancer
types. Logistic regression analysis showed that patients with breast cancer had a significantly
higher likelihood of receiving treatment after >30 days from diagnosis. Further, multilevel logistic

regression analysis revealed that patients with stomach, colorectum, and lung cancer who sought
medical treatment from hospitals whose number of beds ranked in the upper third of all participating

hospitals were significantly more likely to undergo treatment after >30 days than did those who
sought medical treatment from hospitals whose number of beds ranked in the lower third after
adjustment for other patient and facility factors.
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