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Development of a Symptom Assessment Model for Cancer Pain and Fatigue in Elderly
Cancer Patients with Dementia
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The purpose of this study is to construct a symptom assessment model for

pain and fatigue in elderly cancer patients with dementia, the clinical knowledge of

Certified Nurse Specialists in cancer nursing and gerontological nursing were identified.

The 9 nurses identified 5 components of symptom assessment for pain and distress in elderly cancer
patients with dementia: "facial expressions," "nature of language and voice," body movement and
posture,” "changes in daily activities; sleep, activity, and food intake," and "changes in mental
status™ were extracted. We developed a Japanese version of the Algoplus; an existing observational
pain scale that includes five components, has been validated in elderly postoperative patients and
patients with dementia and depression, and has shown excellent reliability and validity, and
constructed an assessment model of postoperative pain for elderly cancer patients undergoing
surgery.
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