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Elucidation of Aging Regulatory Mechanisms in Mesenchymal Tissues of
Metallothionein Knockout mice.
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Metallothionein gene knockout (MTKO) mice show shorter lifespans than
wild-type (WT) mice. In this study, we aimed to investigate how MT gene deficiency accelerates
aging. We performed comparative metabolomic analyses of plasma between MTKO and WT male mice at
middle age and advanced age using liquid chromatography with time-of-flight mass spectrometry
(LC-TOF-MS). The concentration of trimethyl-L-lysine (TML), which is a metabolic intermediate in
carnitine biosynthesis, was consistently higher in the plasma of MTKO mice compared to that of WT
mice at middle and advanced age. Quantitative reverse transcription PCR (RT-PCR) analysis revealed
remarkably lower mRNA levels of Tmlhe, which encodes TML dioxygenase, in the liver and kidney of
male MTKO mice compared to that of WT mice. L-carnitine is closely related to aging. Our results
suggest that reduced carnitine biosynthesis capacity in MTKO mice compared to WT mice led to a
shorter lifespans.



¥ X C—19,. F—19—1, 2—19 (58

1. #WFERBYUIDOE R
AHXaFF %A (metallothionein, LLF MT) 1%, #igp7e FOMAMEITTHE & OERE. I N
U LR EOFESBEEHRBIEAL X OB LEEEZ B T DS WERKY v 7 ThH B,
AWFFERFE L. MT EfE KB
(MTKO) = ADHFMNA A « A A A
&L B AR L Ll U CA RIS A
THZLEEHOMNILTWS (K1
A), FFET_ET, i E i 10 1
B AR E OB HOEDE  os-
DT Y BRHAR L omE Rol _
RARRIC B E AL R EE ] #Hos ] ——mTko
DREYE MTKO ~ 7 2 (X 1B 4 T) 21 peoosor b
COBBO BT, LL, ZOH ool oy | MO

WT

B
fTERHA
=
-

j%@:/)b\-({j:z:ﬁﬂfxgbéo :n%@ 0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160
GRAZSEZ, WL, EDL57% B

AN = RLT A ADELIT R B MTKOTHREBHER (W) 27 RDEFREA DI RIHER

FAEET L LTIt < 2 | A) MTKO=T A, \Kr‘T?T'/thI:%L'CﬁE:E:#@b*%Eﬁ#ﬁ@'%n

7 T O %?:t o {zﬁ & B) @i AAOMTKO~ Y AL, sl B e kit s ilag i,
el L .

EDFRG - WRIEMITFRTH 5002 LW I BIWIZEST,

2. WEOAM

AWFFETIE, INT BIFR KRBT H 2 L TR Z 2 Z(EEOMRIA] B O TNT OE(LDTB -
BB ERET L2 2HME LT, b MISHT DRIERE O ELEERFZE L LT MTKO < 7 &
B RO 2 Az b U AR R a2 O TR 21T > 72, MTKO =7 ZATlEA & « A X
EHITHEE (Z 2T 0 S 3 2) BN DLEMOEMRNRDOOND, TDZ b,
B D RIET DA R R RIER EOMIE L3R 0 | MT (3 X 0 A 2 2ol R b Lz
HREN DD Z LB IND, £ —KIZ~ T ZADOFECHAL EOHIRZLIL, MW T
v FOFRICH - D ETEF MO L ERLVE L ORDITERT S, LU, MTKO « 7 %
DOEERPIZACIZA R « A R TR S D FmEMNE & X820 | RO & O IR E
DIZHRED . B (2T 100 @8l 95) AL TEREZREBLMFTA (KIBAHT) 238152
SND, FOHRITNIKO w7 AL BAR < 7 2O T EOEEREZNBDENDL T b,
t N CROOLNDBLETITFHIATERVEZEZ N LI - 2SN E T 5 FREME S RIS h
%, W@ZIT IMT OPIE(LMEFED 2 W T Z IS B U 72 8% 2 fRH T & Ui, mldt S ice b L
MBI T L ONAEBIKZAIIET D2 ENTED] OTIERVWNEEXT,

— RN AE RO BRE R FI T 2L B E L THRAELREZ I VR ERETONLN, =
S DI R ITINERNC X 0 BT B, ZH 0 OB EE S i D2 kiE, AROEFPEE
BT EETEA~EELS ) Z2 2 TAMZE TR, MTKO v 7 R LEARM < 20#T = ) 2 AT
DERZHLNET DO —2OFEL LT, M ORNKHY (X ¥ Ra—24) &2 LC-MS 2
MR\ HERRACIRAT L. MT RIBIC K D HEMEMRB LTI~ 2 TR LD ELOERN %
BHOMCT 22 E2BM0E Uiz, BRI, i (50 Bl X OEMmEY (100 @) ol
P~ ZAOMFEFOAZ R —LE KL, HBONREEND M OBEFRENED X HITA
AR —LETESE, HDHWVITHERHECEELEZ DZONCHONWTERTL L L L,
Fo. EROREM MTKO ~ 7 AR A Z G RE 22 (K 1IBAT) 2R-3Z b, i
WELE NT BIE T & OBEZFET 720, BEGMESIEET IV TH D~ 7 A FE Mk
C2C12 (22U T CRISPR-Cas9 v AT MZ L D7 7 AREFHIFICE > T T B2 KEIET
MTKO HHRE 2 832 L, MT & {51 KB E-Ci Ak X OSHIIEbI 5 2 % I D\ CTHEMT
1To7,

3. MEDFHE

(1) HEMOBEAR (W) BIOYMIKO =7 2 (129/Sv &) ZAHH L7-, fHE (22° ¢) 1Ei% (55
+ 5% T, BARFE 12 ;12 B SPF Eia N Tk Ak 2 B BHER - ARSI TAR% 50
R L1008 £ CTEFE Uiz, BREET CIEE KOs 2 BB L, JH8L L 7= g b oR#Ewmic >
VT LC-ESI-TOF-MS THEMr L7=, FHERFMOL — 7 MENSBONT-T —ZICONWTELER
ENT AT\, B T K OBEER 7 7 A X — 05T &2 i U=, S FE s OB EIL, ks
MO U772 mRNA 235 U CTE S cDNA 285 & U, BRI 4 ~—% P EEm
PCRIFIZEVEH L=,

(2) ~ v AR c2C12 FIpIZ % LT MT BIn 26955 A RRNA & Cas9 X7 LT —
PERERET DT TAI RRI X —HDW0NEHA RN & £/ a > ba— b (mock) <7
X —Z 8 AN L, MTKO M M OF mock #2652 U7, Vo —iEa AR & U= o s 5. MT i&



{BF1E 85%LL L3 T/ MfREE STV D 2 & ikl L7, AT FAatRIE, /2 eifakst (2%
U < ik A& Te DMEM K5 H1) 2 2 ARl As L7223 D L, 5 A H ofiflaz e L L
Too EDOGEITIAA T Y 2 TV RFELAFREICL VT, BfEHERIL. S8+ 5
e 2O LoBZAT M) TOBOERE TR L, SHEBRTOREIET, cDNA &
PR L UCRB T 7 A~ — 52 W2 EEM PCRIBICEVEMN Lz, Y 7 BORBIL,
RBREOUEZ AWy =25 o7 vy MEIZ XY T Ulc, BRMHEOTZ AL, PUE ke <

7 PR Z I T BIETEOE RIS J0 T LT,

4. WIERE

(1) & (50 8ER) 35X OB (100 BE) OREME MTKO <=7 2D X ¥R 17— ARAT

50 ﬁﬁ%ﬁ:ﬁb\f WT < ]7 2L J:I:$§E L T MTKO Taurine L-Phenylalanine
~ U ADMBER CHBICERER @, ] * - * *
B 19 FE KD o T2 2T R T o g1z j
Teo —77. 100 M TIL, MTKO ~ 7 A MLYEH & ? L ﬁ

TR @D OB 42 T, A7z 200 £
WS A FECTH oI, TOWN, 50 L 100 &, = g1 4 -
SIS A8 L C MTKO ~ ™7 2 D MU G A oz = o

Of:%%f&i\ LT =7 7= Y AF 0 50w 100w 0 50w 100 w
YT (ML), DL-2-7 2 ) 40 % U, . o
B WBERZ T v ORTh-oT (K, [ereTmenise o plzAnieodamocacs
2), BLEEEVZ 212 100 i D MTKO ~ 7 & . . 401 xx

DIMIEP T L-IN=F L ET VNNV =F g5 * P = F
VH, IN=FUERROTRKy T Fr Ee i S 55
REA O PFEICEDP 572 (K 3), £72100 E° 520
W~ 7 ARV, RBAHY chHRE ¢ = “io| — ==
RS ANR B (v B, RFH ] = s

@ZL{‘\ 5“ I\ ? ]\\?77 :/:@ZA{%J:UQ 3-k Fﬂ—e’\' 50w 100 w ’ 50 w 100 w

VTN RTHUIR), SHIT3-k Re¥
VARV RTF A UL 2-E Fu¥x I U R
F o il oD iU BE TP RE N BF AR TR < v R L B
LTCMIKO 7 A C@ENnoTo, ZDOIRERE D% 1%, IBURMH BT 2 R"T =
VR REIEREOM T CEEEZ RIWE ChoTze T T, DIL=F L OAEGRICER L, &
FR AN A TR R & AT 381 B v =F L A GRS OB AR TR BLE A fRNT LTz,  ORER. 50

B2 50:EHL100:BE Y VA THEDERZ RLI-MTF R HHY
O #HAR~T 2 : B MTKOYT A
*P<0.05 and **P<0.01 compared to WT mice.

L-carnitine y-butyrobetaine
* » *% Kidney 50 w Liver 50 w
14 ’ 5 151 15 1
[}
121 12 3
.t ég 3 il <
3 081 % 0.8 - ‘% 1.0 1.0
@ = [0
£ 081 T g o6 o
200 - 204 g
oal 02 o 05 1 05 4
— 2 *k
. o o £ * %
100 w <
100 w &) o 0
16, * * * k% * * *k kK% k% WT MTKO WT MTKO
1.4 ) .
_ Kidney 100 w Liver 100 w
1.2 é é D 15 - 15 -
1%} >
3 ()
> 1 [i| é -
1] F [? s
g 08 @ 10 10
S o6 4]
& - B 3
0.4 * * 3
= [
= == 1 .
02 - ol = o 05 05
s * % * %
[CO] [C2) [C6] [C10] [C14] [C14:2] [C16] [C16:1][C18:1][C20:4] 2 0 N
B3 AL=Fo.y -TFARLUELVT VAN =F U EOMIEHRE wT MTKO wT MTKO

0 HAR~r2: B MTKOYYA

*P<0.05 and **P<0.01 compared to WT mice.

[C2] L-Acetylcarnitine; [C6] Hexanoylcarnitine; [C10] Decanoylcarnitine
[C14] 3, 5-Tetradecadiencarnitine; [C14:2] Tetradecanoylcarnitine

[C16] 9-Hexadecenoylcarnitine; [C16:2] L-Palmitoylcarnitine

[C18:1] Oleoylcarnitine; [C20:4] Arachidonoylcarnitine

FER, 100 S & HIT MTKO = 7 2%, BpAR~ D X L g LT ML OKBREZ 32 N U 2
FLYI b RaFxsT—F A 71 (Tmlhe) mRNA OFRBNFEZEIENZ L2 RH L (M
4), U EORERENSG, IN=F o GIceb 2R ORBURTIZ LD L- v =F U AERK
BN MTKO ~ ¥ ZADOFEMEHEO—FER THL)hE LR, L-IL=F 3. I rar Y
TREEAZ ST 5 2 & TOLMAERE, A 2 BEIRIE, S DIZELIZxT 5 TR RS IRE S
TV 5, iR EDERILFEIT. MT OFERF L LTHOLNTWDN, HL=F FHOEI
TR, BN EOEEEZN LN OFEN L-IL=F VAR EZR L. 2 HEBIZTE
SR EZTTNE L,

B4 50:E# L1003 B &~ A DB &I+ D TmiheFE 1R
**P<0.01 compared to WT mice.



(2) MTBEFRED~ T ZHIFMMER C2C12 DEFL. B, HMiES 1 7125 2 2%

2 120 -
MyoD mRNA Myogenin mRNA ok
100
— 15 4 **k
g 80
Q@
Q 1 60
i
= 40
&’ 0.5
20
0 0
DO D1 D3 D5 DO D1 D3 D5
DO D1 D3 D5
mock MTKO mock MTKO mock MTKO mock MTKO
40 2 60 OB e et i
30 50 WoD B S . —
h m
W ] & 207 D ————————
20 ¥ 304
] i 20 3 51
— q *
107 = | MyoD protein * * Myogenin protein
1 10 25 4 4 A

0
mock MTKO mock MTKO 27

B5 HE (R ER(ERBLUHER HRESER(THR
**P<0.01 compared to mock cells.

15 4

14

Relative level

05 +

04 0
DO D1 D3 D5 DO D1 D3 D5
B6 C2C12 MTKOMIREIZE 1+ 587931 ¥ —H— (MyoDEmyogenin) mRNAF KU AL /AU B IR

O mockififid : M MTKO#
*P<0.05 and **P<0.01 compared to mock cells.

MT O AE 7 KIB & LB #EAZFHET 2 BT, 7/ MREICE > TN #5F2 KBS
72 C2C12 fp3FMIARR (MTKO #lfR) B L ONZe T ¥ —%E A L7-HIE (mock MfR) % FHofbihE
LELL ., JLER% 5 HH O 2% Lz (X5 BB, ZofE., BEET. Wil bIcFR
FETH o=, S ERIIMKO AR A EICE < (K5 FTE) ., @E L0 & iaiaE-ofs
MNEL D ETHENKLS RDZ ENbhoT2, M BaFKIBIZTFARIC /R LT 2012 Mmoo
R ZRtE LTein D, TOERZRD 1280, fii b4 HlE 3 2825 F1 iK1 MyoD & myogenin
ok~ —1— & LTEDORBEELZ MBI Lo, T ORI OREIK & L Tm b5 MyoD @
mRNA ZEEL & X, MTKO #AlAE & mock AR CHEZRZITFBO b o7c (K6 BB, L,
MyoD D% L3 7 BB EIL., b ERA% 3 HE (D3) BLU5 HHE (D5) 1T mock AL & Er
2 L C MTKO fifld CHBEIZHE -T2 (X6 I FEE), MyoD | mRNA & & & L /X7 B &5 L Ze )
S 7272 MyoD OFIFREZEMIC MT & fnFKIELEGT 5 A REMENE 2 bz, 7ok otk
W BRI ARSI AR D DK F Td 5 myogenin DIEHLE T, mRNA ([Z-OWTIX D3 B8 L VD5 (¥
6 EE¥) T, Z 7 EIZoWTIL D5 T mock HIAE & Lh#E L C MTKO il CHEIZE - 7= (K
6 B, Myogenin @FEBLL, MyoD IZ L > TS SND E Wb TV, MT Bz +REBIZXKD
IR L O @A ORI, BB HICEIT D MyoD B X O myogenin &9 fH LA
FTORBKNESGTEEZLND,

2,000 2,000 7,500 150

Myh1 % Myh2 ' Myh4 Myh7
1,500 1,500
* 5,000 100
1,000 1,000 ’li I
2,500 50
500 500
0 0 0 — 0
D0 D1 D3 D5 D0 D1 D3 D5 D0 D1 D3 D5 D0 D1 D3 D5
DO D1 D3 D5

mock  MTKO mock  MTKO  mock MTKO mock MTKO

S e——

B-actin

50 20
Fast-MHC Slow-MHC *

40
30
20
10

0 0
D3 D5 D3 D5

B7 C2C12 MTKOMIRRIZE 1T 53F LV EEMRNAB KU S /U EHE
O mockiffifd : M MTKO#Ma
*P<0.05 and **P<0.01 compared to mock cells.



BRI IX, BEHERFCRRC M 72 E BN I C B 0 B L SRR RIS MED B OB & B Io K& 22 )
%%ﬁ#é%ﬁﬁ%%@%#me% IRELIGEEIND, M Bfn 1 KEDFHkHEO T RKIZ 5
DB L NI T DO, BRI OTMHESY XV ED 1 DTHDHIA T EHH (Myosin
heavy chain, MHC) (ZOWTHiET L7z, BEABICIZMHC I 28, JEABICIL MHC 11a, 11d/x BL W 1Ib
DENENHEEIL TS, £ MTKO MiEE L O mock MR D/ LIBFRIZ 1T 5 MHC mRNA D3E
BANT UTze MHC 7 A Y 7 4 — LB+ ORE I, Wb oL TR K Lans, By
HIMHC 11d/x Z=2— K95 Myhl mRNA OZEBLEX, D5 (28T mock HfiE & Hhlk L C MTKO #lfia
THEIZEN->T- (X7 BB, —J5, MHC 11b #=2— K42 Myh2 B3 L OVMHC 11a 22— R4 5%
Myh4 @ mRNA FEHLE 1L, MTKO flia CHEICE 72 (K7 BB, EHFA MIC 1 22— K95
Myh7 mRNA O FEEL &1L, mock L & Hreils LT MTKO Ml CHEICEm o 7= (7 LB, Mo
¥ MHC (Fast-MHC) 2k A HUAE X OBHLEFE MHC (Fast-MHC) HifkZz A Wi-v = AZ 71
o T 4 v RET IR, A MHC O3S BT MTKO #ifa & mock MR CRIFREE Chh o 7=, B
U MHC O3 E AL, mRNA OFE R & [FARIZ mock Hifa & bhi LT MTKO f#il@ CiEidro/z (K 7TH T
B), L7=Do T, M B KABIZ L DR IE, B3 L0 bEGEMHESEALIZ R D &%
26D, ELRFOMMHETIE, B &0 blFHO LR Lod < B Lo ki 2w © i
HALEMMHETEZ VI nEnbRlTWg, 202 L2 E X TAMIROMEELELET D
& Eh MTKO = 7 A O T AEAR I He A~ CTIUHE IR FE OV EATRMES T E L OB VIRE & B
S, TR X DEEEREDIR T2 SR T o Lz,

(3) MT BEFXRBIN~ 7 A IEMIAE C2C12 D= PRy RHEREGEICE 2 B 5

control 0.5 puM ETP

v
[«
)
*

! '@ #t
mock & g “
<8 4 A #
S @ (0]
T 2
> o2 2
= > : SRR ‘g 8
MTKO g e 2
& : AN N 0 -
o . 100pm 0 025 05 1
- . ETP (M)
mock MTKO
ETP (M) _ 0 0.5 1 0 0.5 1
p53 - -———— - ' ———

P21 - - —— . g~
B N e ——————————————

B8 C2C12 MTKOMRIIZH ITAH TR FFEREHMEELDRE
O mockififid : M MTKOMN
READFR YT, SA-B-GaliF s TLHE L 7= ZALHmiE,
P* < 0.05 vs the corresponding mock cells. P# <0.05, P## < 0.01 vs the
corresponding control treated cells.

PIRAKITH L= hART R (ETP) 1%, DSAMIIZX L TT AR b — AL 5 & =5
N, ARHAELFE I 2 R T ENmbNTWA, 2T, Mgk s IT Eis
FRAB OB A ST 5 72 %, 2012 MTKO HEfa & mock ﬁéﬂiﬂ@%ﬁa\ft?ﬁ%ﬁm:?ﬁf h— X% 5|
XEZIRWEEOKEE ETP (0.25, 0.5, 1 pM) T 1 RAFE L, 2bEEEAPE 5 H%OM
JalZH>WT, il b L O E b~ —h — & L7 DI A AT L=, b0 fsEo
—2& LT, %M&EJ@B ~HI7U N —E (SA-B-Gal) IEMED ERABZFF 5N D, 0.5 BI )
1 uM ETPALERIZ KV SA- B —-Gal JEVERSIEAMARASEE ML, S 5T MT uﬁ%ﬁt?a ARy {
t%jtut(lsabéx) F7z, MRt ER 2 AT 2 8b~v— P —F R E L LTph3 Bk
W p2l OB ET = AX 7 ay MNETHNT L7/, MTKO Mildix ETP iﬁkfjﬂﬁif TBWTH
mock Fifd & Fel LT ps3 BIL O p2l OFEIENREmN->T= (K8 FEB), SA-B-Gal IEMEORE T
£V MTKO AR mock AT & bhifs U C ETP IZ B METH o 7228, THUE MT &5 KRBT X
% pb3 B LU p21 OEFEELA ETP WERRTN RO HNDH T & LR LTV DH DG LV,
ETP SRALERRS Tld MTKO MR ZEZb 23D /=, pb3 38 L8 p21 D& TIXEIITAL
SE L7208 MTKO ARAE OYETER 72 i AR O B BAb M 2 3R E L, ETP LB X 5 2 bfiliic s L
T p53-p2l MIEAIEMAL L, by Z T2l nEzT 500 h L,



1 1 0 1

Kadota Yoshito Yano Asuka Kawakami Takashige Sato Masao Suzuki Shinya

13

Metabolomic profiling of plasma from middle-aged and advanced-age male mice reveals the
metabolic abnormalities of carnitine biosynthesis in metallothionein gene knockout mice

2021

Aging

24963 24988

DOl
10.18632/aging.203731

2021

2021

142

2022

C2C12

2020

2020




AML12

141

2021
C2C12

141

2021
AML12
2019

2019







