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Impacts on traditional utilization and original habitats of useful plants for
aroma oil smelling across the world

Sato, Hiroki
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Global commercialization of plant resources such as aromatic oils is
occurring in Madagascar based on traditional knowledge of forest resources. We examined the impact
of the commercialization of plant use on traditional use systems, and we found that plant resources
such as Cinnamosma fragrans were non-sustainably exploited in essential oil production areas.
Ankarafantska National Park, which is the largest habitat for this species, protects forests and
permit sustainable forest use by the local communities. In situations where biological and cultural
diversity coexist for long periods of time, knowledge of plant use has accumulated, and the primary
forests are recognized as a treasure trove of useful plants. In recent years, while commercial use
has been banned, forest fires caused by slash-and-burn agriculture and charcoal production threaten
the supply service of useful plant resources, and response measures to manage the fires need to be
urgently developed.
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