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When and how did the part of the Central Asian region of East Turkestan come
to be called "Xinjiang"? What National=ethnic problems arose with the emergence of Xinjiang,
meaning "new territory"? This study was conducted from the perspective of historical Anthropology in
an attempt to answer these questions. It was during the Manchu Qing Dynasty that East Turkestan
became "Xinjiang", and the Uyghurs enjoyed a high degree of autonomy as subjects of the Qing
Dynasty. When the Qing dynasty collapsed, the inhabitants of the region sought to establish an
independent state but failed due to international relations. The People”s Republic of China denied
the rights of the Uyghurs, which intensified the National=ethnic problem. This study elucidates such
modern and contemporary history from the perspective of Central Asia.
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