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In the southern Philippines, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and

the Philippine government had signed the Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro in March 2014.
Accordingly, the Bangsamoro Transition Authority (BTA) was established in February, 2019, and
started the transition period of 3 years. However, due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
election to inaugurate the new autonomous government was postponed until May 2025.

This study documented the trends of the interim autonomous government, which had undergone changes

in the schedule of establishing the new autonomous government. Specifically, the study focused on
the May 2022 general elections and conducted interviews with officials and members of the MILF and
its political party. In this way, the study attempted to understand the challenges in the final
phase of the armed conflict, including the process of transformation of the armed group into the
political group.
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The 2022 Philippine General Elections and the United Bangsamoro
Justice Party
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