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The changes of norms and the reconstruction of practices_re?arding older people
living alone in Vietnamese villages: From an anthropological perspective
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Regarding the care regime for older people living alone in Vietnam, we found
out following points: 1) the rotation of older people’ s living places is widely observed; 2) the
roles of daughters and daughters-in-law are critically important; 3) the state plays limited roles
in care support for older people while the state emphasizes the responsibility of the family in
elderly care; 4) the state also facilitates community care programs; but 5) the tradition of mutual
care at the community level is not very strong and people who participate In community care programs
are mainly persons who have had strong social capital in their community thus these programs are
not very accessible for older people living alone; 6) the care arrangement based on money transfer
among family members is widely observed and it is possible that contract-based care arrangement,
together with utilizing private welfare facilities and domestic workers, will be prevailed in

Vietnamese society.
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