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Systematic study of the production and the distribution of bronze GONGs in
Southeast Asia -their soud and shape
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We conducted a detailed investigations into the manufacturing and tuning
methods of "gongs™ made of copper alloys (bronze, brass, etc.) and pure copper, which are
representative of the musical culture of Southeast Asia. We found out that there are three types of
manufacturing methods for "gongs", that is,

"Hot-Forging"”, "Cold-Forging/Hammering" and "Casting." And found out also their distribution
throughout Southeast Asia. Furthermore, we inferred the historical interrelationship of these
manufacturing methods and the system of product distribution. In addition, through joint research
with experts in other related fields and mutual confirmation work with experts and craftsmen in the
research area, we have clarified much about the ~“relationship between the sound and the shape®" of
the musical instruments ~~gongs.""
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