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Pilgrimage as Mixed Reality Experience: Fusion of Fiction and Reality in 19th
Century Western Europe, especially in Lourdes
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By comparing (1) Lourdes in France, which became one of the most important
Catholic holy places due to the apparitions of the Virgin, (2) “ pilgrimages” made by fans of “
characters” like Sherlock Holmes, and (3) spiritualism in 19th century Britain and the United
States, this study tried to redefine tourism as a special community based on the fusion of reality
and fiction characteristic of mass consumer society since the 19th century. Although we were not
able to conduct sufficient field research due to the global epidemic of COVID-19, we were able to
construct a theory on the relationship between tourism and imagination.
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