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Politics of Gender Quota: Institutionalization or Backlash?
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This research analyzes the effects of electoral gender quotas introduced to
ensure gender equal representation in parliament and the impact of gender quotas on women®s
political representation from the case of South Korea. | conducted a survey of electoral data over
the past 20 years, an original survey of male and female lawmakers as well as interviews with
political parties and lawmakers. While South Korea"s quota laws are deemed to apply to both
single-seat constituencies and proportional representation systems, parties have not complied with
guotas for single-seat constituencies because those quotas are not legally mandatory. In addition to

the fact that the number of female legislators who have entered parliament via quota is small,
sharp partisan interests and the power imbalance between political parties make it difficult for
female legislators to realize the policies to represent feminist and women®s interests.
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