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Empirical study of the impact of library holdings and lending on book market in
Japan
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This research examines whether public library holdings is related to the
book market in Japan and whether public library lendings is. The analysis showed a negative impact
of the number of library holdings and lendings on the book market. However, the extent of the
impact is not large. In the case of the dataset for paperbacks, when corrected for missing data, the

number of book sales fell by -0.11% per a copy in holdings, and fell by -0.12% per lending. In case
of the dataset for the general books, when corrected for missing data, the number of book sales
fell by -0.10% per a copy in holdings, and fell -0.10% per lending. However, the true estimates need
to be re-examined because the amount of correction for missing data is large.
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