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The main aim of this research project is to explore the possibility of
animal ethics based on the expansion of "empathy." Empathy towards pets can serve as a guide for
thinking about our relationships with animals. Primarily, | examine whether our understanding of
animals reflects morally relevant facts and whether it can be consistently maintained alongside
other ethical beliefs. This approach prevents empathy-based considerations for animals from becoming

arbitrary due to human interests. Furthermore, 1 investigate the role that ethics should play in
arguments concerning the legal status of animals.
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