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Since the medieval period, many Shingon Buddhist monks described multiple
teachings concerning the sexual and embryological issues. These teachings were frequently used in
the diverse discussions on Shingon Buddhist practices and doctrines and are considered an essential
foundation for the development of medieval Esoteric Buddhism. After Muromachi period, however,they
were regarded as evil teachings. It seems that as their views gained greater influence during Edo
period, their original significance were gradually forgotten.

In this research, I critically examined the above view and attempted to reconsider the significance
of the sexual and embryological discourses in Shingon Esoteric Buddhism. The results of the research
are as follows: (1) the sexual and embryological discourses were fundamentally connected to "
orthodox" Esoteric Buddhist thought and developed from it; (2) even after being regarded as
heretical in the late medieval period, they still maintained the influence.
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